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the Collins Centrum office building was constructed in 1999, 
the Bunkhouse was repurposed as a cozy writing studio. The 
building was replaced in 2014 with a design by Boora Architects. 

Smith Studio: Smith Studio was built below the front of Boyden 
Studio in 1995 and was designed by Andreas von Foerster. It 
houses Sitka’s Ray Trayle etching press and the studio functions 
as a professional grade printmaking facility. It was dedicated to 
Sitka’s former board president Del Smith and his wife, Bea in 
1996. During construction, the old office space adjacent to Smith 
Studio was converted into an apartment. It is called Petterson 
Apartment, after Martha Petterson.

Collins Centrum Building: The Centrum Building was built 
in 1999 to create an information hub for Sitka’s visitors, while 
also providing an office for Sitka’s staff. It was designed by 
Portland firm Waterleaf Architects. It also contains the Hale 
Reference Library, which houses donated books on the arts 
and local and general ecology as well as Sitka’s archives. The 

Boyden Studio: This 1500-square-foot studio was 
the first building constructed on Sitka’s campus. Six 
architecture students from the University of Oregon 
designed and built the studio in the summer of 1972. It 
has undergone renovations over the years to update its 
heating, lighting and kitchen but has retained its original 
bathtub sink. It is named after Frank and Jane Boyden, 
the cofounders of the Sitka Center.

Edelman Studio: Edelman Studio was added on to the 
Boyden Studio in 1982 to maximize studio space as 
Sitka’s workshop program grew. The Portland-based 
artist and architect, Alfred Edelman, designed it. It was 
dedicated to Edelman in 1996 after he passed away. 

Morley House: Morley House was Sitka’s first residence 
on campus. It was designed by Alfred Edelman and 
built in 1979. The addition of this house helped launch 
the Residency Program at the Sitka Center when its first 
artist-in-residence lived here in 1981. It is dedicated 
to Louise Morley who was a dear friend and 
neighbor of the Sitka Center. 

Russ’ Tree House: This residence was 
originally built off campus to serve as the 
Cascade Head Ranch Village sales office. 
When it was no longer needed for sales, 
it was donated and moved to the Sitka 
campus in 1973. In 1993, Sitka Center board 
member Sally Stevens volunteered to fund a 
renovation project that turned the Tree House 
into a full residence with a sleeping loft, a 
kitchen and a new bathroom. It was dedicated 
to her friend Russ. In 2014, Portland-based Boora 
Architects helped replace the Tree House with a 
new sustainable design that upgraded the residence’s 
comfort and efficiency.

Bunkhouse Writing Studio: After graduating from the 
University of Oregon’s architecture program and helping 
design and build Boyden Studio, Vaughn McIlrath 
returned to Sitka to build a campus restroom with 
Frank Boyden in 1973. When other bathroom facilities 
were later added to the campus, the Bunkhouse was 
renovated and became the Center’s main office. After 

library is dedicated to the Hales who were neighbors 
and supporters of Sitka over the years. The building is 
named after Maribeth Collins, who helped fund this and 
numerous other projects both privately and through the 
Collins Foundation.

Maveety Courtyard: In 1999 Craig Keist of Huntington 
and Keist Landscape Architecture collaborated with 
Waterleaf Architects and Emmerson/Morgan Construction 
to integrate a large courtyard with views of the ocean.
The design includes terracing to serve as an outdoor 
classroom and meeting place for Sitka’s community. The 
courtyard is dedicated Pat and Darle Maveety, who have 
taken workshops at Sitka for years, served on the board 
and provided support for almost all of Sitka’s renovation 

projects.

Sculpture Studio: With the addition of the Sculpture 
Studio in 1999, ceramics, sculpture and woodcarving 
became much more accessible to artists on the Sitka 
campus. Also designed by Waterleaf Architects, this 

500-square-foot studio has three kilns, a pottery 
wheel and storage for various power tools for 

sculpture building and maintenance. 

Gray House: Gray House was built in 2010 
and was designed by the Cannon Beach 
firm, Ecola Architects. Windows and an 
outdoor deck face out towards the dense 
forest to give the residence a secluded 
feeling but it stays connected to campus by 
bordering the Hirsch Sculpture Garden. The 
Gray House was named after the developer 
John Gray who supported the addition of 
the residence.

McKee House: McKee House is ADA compliant and is 
nearly identical in design to the Gray House. It is was also 
built in 2010. This residence is special because it has two 
totem poles integrated into its entryway. The totem poles 
were carved by Sitka instructor and artist Jay Haavik and 
funded by Pat and Darle Maveety and Ruth Seig in memory 
of Duane Seig. The house is dedicated to architect and 
urban designer Howard McKee and his family, who have 
supported Sitka’s residency program for years. 


